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February 24, 2023

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg

Secretary of the U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, S. E.

Washington, DC 20590

VIA EMAIL

Dear Mr. Secretary:

We’re writing to you to follow up on our letter to you of exactly one year
ago tomorrow, pointing out research, regulatory, and safety gaps in the
proposed transportation of nuclear wastes, including highly radioactive
irradiated nuclear fuel (often called “spent” nuclear fuel or SNF).

We were promised a response from USDOT to our February 25, 2022
letter many times last year, but none was forthcoming. We were assured
by staff that a reply had been written and was percolating through
various USDOT departments and sub-agencies, and rested finally with
your office. After following up many times, we never received one.

We are prompted to try again a year later because the recent train wreck
at East Palestine, Ohio demonstrates the urgency of the problem and the
potential for a serious radiological accident from nuclear waste
transport. Environmental toxicologists have expressed deep concern
that detection and response to release of hazardous chemicals in East
Palestine were ineffective and untransparent and failed to protect public
health and safety. But if the train that derailed had been carrying SNF or
other highly radioactive wastes, the consequences could have been as
bad or worse.

Such an accident involving nuclear waste could have resulted in a
release of radioactivity that would be potentially injurious, even deadly,
to large numbers of people and other living things across a large region
downwind, downstream, up the food chain, and down the generations.

Radioactivity released would likely not be adequately detected or traced
as it spread through the environment, drinking water supply, etc. And
even if the contamination were detected and tracked, such an accident
would be astronomically expensive, or effectively impossible, to
adequately mitigate or clean up. It therefore must be prevented from
happening in the first place.



There are over 1,000 train derailments in the US each year. The US Nuclear Regulatory Commission is
licensing consolidated interim storage facilities (CISFs) in Texas and New Mexico. Opening these
facilities would trigger thousands of shipments of SNF across the US. Likely transport routes include rail
lines that run through Ohio and most other states, crossing the vast majority of Congressional districts.
(See the attached map, as an example of the scale of the national impacts, in the context of the Yucca
Mountain, Nevada-bound shipments, associated with that wisely canceled scheme; and see a second
attached map, by the Western Interstate Energy Board, submitted as public comment in November 2020
to NRC, showing the most likely rail transport routes to Interim Storage Partners’ proposed CISF in
Andrews County, Texas.)

As we pointed out and documented in our February 2022 letter to you, the risk of SNF transport
accidents, whether by rail, barge, or truck, is not negligible and requires independent assessment, which
has not been conducted. The Nuclear Waste Technical Review Board (NWTRB) identified 30 unresolved
technical issues in transporting SNF and other high-level radioactive waste that still need to be
addressed.

As plans for opening CISFs and SNF transport to them go forward, NWTRB’s recommendation to “allow
for a minimum of a decade to develop new cask and canister designs for SNF and HLW storage and
transportation” has not been heeded. Nor has the legal requirement under Executive Order 12866 for
studies of feasible alternatives to SNF transportation. Research, regulatory, and policy gaps should be
filled before SNF transport is permitted, we argued a year ago, and reiterate these points today.

So we'd like to ask you again: please respond to our February 2022 letter and let us know how USDOT
will use its regulatory authority to fill current research and policy gaps by studying, setting, and
enforcing adequate standards for transportation of SNF, other high-level nuclear waste, and Greater
Than Class C waste, so as to prevent radiological accidents and advance public safety.

A first step would be for the US Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration to provide a
comprehensive assessment of the risks, costs, and impacts of SNF transportation, including a
comparison with those of hardened onsite storage (HOSS). The next step would be to apply the results to
frame standards and policies, and enforce them.. No SNF shipments should be permitted unless and until
these functions are fulfilled, and adequate, evidence-based, enforceable standards and policies governing
nuclear waste transportation are in place.

We recognize this is no small undertaking. To support it, we wish to establish dialog on these issues, and
ask USDOT to engage it. We're eager to help however we can, and happy to provide you with briefings
and consultations with recognized, independent experts on nuclear waste transport as well as
representatives of concerned citizens’ organizations and stakeholder groups. We are at your disposal for
making informational presentations to USDOT staff on these issues, and fielding requests for further
information or documentation (supporting documents for our February 2022 letter are posted here).



Respectfully,

Ko Fpomp=-

Kevin Kamps

Radioactive Waste Specialist
Beyond Nuclear

7304 Carroll Avenue, #182
Takoma Park, Maryland 20912
(240) 462-3216
kevin@beyondnuclear.or

/@W/ /-

Robert Alpern, Esq.
140 Eighth Avenue
Brooklyn, New York 11215



cc: The Honorable Kay Ivey, Governor of Alabama

The Honorable Katie Hobbs, Governor of Arizona

The Honorable Sarah Huckabee Sanders, Governor of Arkansas
The Honorable Gavin Newsom, Governor of California

The Honorable Jared Polis, Governor of Colorado

The Honorable Ned Lamont, Governor of Connecticut

The Honorable John C. Carney, Jr,, Governor of Delaware

The Honorable Ron DeSantis, Governor of Florida

The Honorable Brian Kemp, Governor of Georgia

The Honorable Brad Little, Governor of Idaho

The Honorable J.B. Pritzker, Governor of Illinois

The Honorable Eric Holcomb, Governor of Indiana

The Honorable Kim Reynolds, Governor of lowa

The Honorable Laura Kelly, Governor of Kansas

The Honorable Andy Beshear, Governor of Kentucky

The Honorable John Bel Edwards, Governor of Louisiana
The Honorable Janet T. Mills, Governor of Maine

The Honorable Wes Moore, Governor of Maryland

The Honorable Maura Healey, Governor of Massachusetts
The Honorable Gretchen Whitmer, Governor of Michigan
The Honorable Tim Walz, Governor of Minnesota

The Honorable Tate Reeves, Governor of Mississippi

The Honorable Mike Parson, Governor of Missouri

The Honorable Greg Gianforte, Governor of Montana

The Honorable Jim Pillen, Governor of Nebraska

The Honorable Joe Lombardo, Governor of Nevada

The Honorable Chris Sununu, Governor of New Hampshire
The Honorable Phil Murphy, Governor of New Jersey

The Honorable Michelle Lujan Grisham, Governor of New Mexico
The Honorable Kathy Hochul, Governor of New York

The Honorable Roy Cooper, Governor of North Carolina

The Honorable Doug Burgum, Governor of North Dakota
The Honorable Richard Michael DeWine, Governor of Ohio
The Honorable Kevin Stitt, Governor of Oklahoma

The Honorable Tina Kotek, Governor of Oregon

The Honorable Josh Shapiro, Governor of Pennsylvania

The Honorable Daniel McKee, Governor of Rhode Island
The Honorable Henry McMaster, Governor of South Carolina
The Honorable Kristi L. Noem, Governor of South Dakota
The Honorable Bill Lee, Governor of Tennessee

The Honorable Greg Abbott, Governor of Texas

The Honorable Spencer Cox, Governor of Utah

The Honorable Phil Scott, Governor of Vermont

The Honorable Glenn Youngkin, Governor of Virginia

The Honorable Jay Inslee, Governor of Washington

The Honorable Jim Justice, Governor of West Virginia

The Honorable Tony Evers, Governor of Wisconsin

The Honorable Mark Gordon, Governor of Wyoming

The Honorable Chuck Schumer, Majority Leader, United States Senate
The Honorable Ed Markey, United States Senate

The Honorable Bernie Sanders, United States Senate

The Honorable Deb Haaland, Secretary of the Interior

The Honorable Jennifer Granholm, Secretary of Energy

The Honorable Amit Bose, Administrator, Federal Railroad Administration
The Honorable Billey Nolen, Administrator (Acting), Federal Aviation Administration
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The Honorable Jennifer Homendy, Chair, National Transportation Safety Board
Mr. Tristan Brown, Deputy Administrator, Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration
The Honorable Robin Hutcheson, Administrator, Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration
Mr. Jack Van Steenburg, Executive Director/Chief Safety Officer, Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration
Admiral Linda F. Fagan, Commandant, U.S. Coast Guard

The Honorable Steve Marshall, Attorney General of Alabama

The Honorable Kris Mayes, Attorney General of Arizona

The Honorable Tim Griffin, Attorney General of Arkansas

The Honorable Rob Bonta, Attorney General of California

The Honorable Phil Weiser, Attorney General of Colorado

The Honorable William Tong, Attorney General of Connecticut

The Honorable Kathy Jennings, Attorney General of Delaware

The Honorable Ashley B. Moody, Attorney General of Florida

The Honorable Chris Carr, Attorney General of Georgia

The Honorable Ratil Rafael Labrador, Attorney General of Idaho

The Honorable Kwame Raoul, Attorney General of Illinois

The Honorable Todd Rokita, Attorney General of Indiana

The Honorable Brenna Bird, Attorney General of [owa

The Honorable Kris Kobach, Attorney General of Kansas

The Honorable Daniel Cameron, Attorney General of Kentucky

The Honorable Jeff Landry, Attorney General of Louisiana

The Honorable Aaron Frey, Attorney General of Maine

The Honorable Anthony G. Brown,, Attorney General of Maryland

The Honorable Andrea Joy Campbell, Attorney General of Massachusetts
The Honorable Dana Nessel, Attorney General of Michigan

The Honorable Keith Ellison, Attorney General of Minnesota

The Honorable Lynn Fitch, Attorney General of Mississippi

The Honorable Andrew Bailey, Attorney General of Missouri

The Honorable Austin Knudsen, Attorney General of Montana

The Honorable Mike Hilgers, Attorney General of Nebraska

The Honorable Aaron D. Ford, Attorney General of Nevada

The Honorable John Formella, Attorney General of New Hampshire

The Honorable Matthew J. Platkin, Attorney General of New Jersey

The Honorable Raul Torrez, Attorney General of New Mexico

The Honorable Letitia James, Attorney General of New York

The Honorable Josh Stein, Attorney General of North Carolina

The Honorable Dave Yost, Attorney General of Ohio

The Honorable Gentner Drummond, Attorney General of Oklahoma

The Honorable Ellen Rosenblum, Attorney General of Oregon

The Honorable Michelle Henry, Acting, Attorney General of Pennsylvania
The Honorable Peter Neronha, Attorney General of Rhode Island

The Honorable Alan Wilson, Attorney General of South Carolina

The Honorable Marty Jackley, Attorney General of South Dakota

The Honorable Jonathon Skrmetti, Attorney General of Tennessee

The Honorable Ken Paxton, Attorney General of Texas

The Honorable Sean D. Reyes, Attorney General of Utah

The Honorable Charity R. Clark,, Attorney General of Vermont

The Honorable Jason Miyares, Attorney General of Virginia

The Honorable Bob Ferguson, Attorney General of Washington

The Honorable Patrick Morrisey, Attorney General of West Virginia

The Honorable Josh Kaul, Attorney General of Wisconsin

The Honorable Bridget Hill, Attorney General of Wyoming

The Honorable Eric Adams, Mayor of New York City

The Honorable Ydanis Rodriguez, Transportation Commissioner of New York City



Representative Transportation Routes to Yucca Mountain
and Transportation Impacts (Cask Shipments by State)
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It shows the numbers of high-
level nuclear waste shipments
that would traverse each state en
route to Yucca Mountain.

@ Closed Power Plant =~ FSEIS Heavy Haul C 2,430- 4,858
[ 4,859-7,287
& Power Plant [ 7,288-9,716

Bl 9,717 - 12,145

source: Nevada Agency for Nuclear Projects



